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Afghanistan has seen an upswing in violence, government corruption, and concern that the state is headed back to the Taliban dominated era that compromised much of the country. Elections
have not been left out of this chaos, with delays and questionable democratic processes calling the entire system into question. This poster uses survey data from February 2018 (Afghan Futures
Wave 12) to examine the current social and political atmosphere surrounding the upcoming elections in Afghanistan.

Gender

Age

Education

Ethnicity

Sample Composition

[ J
Male Female
51%
54%
39%
7%
18-34 35-54 55+
| —
= — =
= C=x
llliterate  1-8yrs  9-12yrs University
54% 23% 5%
39%
Pashtun Tajik Hazara

Key Findings

Afghans are split regarding the possibility of elections in 2018 after last year's were
postponed. A plurality say that elections will be held.
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Afghans are confident that a system of freely = Afghans are divided on what is the best system
voting for leaders can work successfully. of gov't. 4in 10 want an Islamic theocracy.

40%
Want an Islamic based gov't

38%

Want a representative
democracy

63%

are confident

Want a strong leader that
rules for life

Afghans think Ashraf Ghani can get more done in the country than Abdullah Abdullah and
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Impact

Afghanistan is at another critical moment in its
history with parliamentary and regional elections
scheduled for 2018 and a presidential election
scheduled for 2019. Access to trend data from
polling will help to highlight the issues facing the
country. The survey data continues to highlight
some of the most pressing obstacles to political,
economic, and social progress in Afghanistan.

Ethnic divides that are both national and regional,
political tension between the two main factions in
the unity government, a complex attempt to start
peace and reintegration negotiations with the
Taliban, and threats from ISIS and other terrorist
groups are all visible in the data and highlight the
challenges the country faces as it is entering a
period of elections to determine its future.

Methodology Overview

Afghan Futures is a series of twelve national, face-
to-face surveys from May 2010 to February 2018,
covering all 34 provinces, commissioned by D3
Systems, Inc.

Target Population: Afghans 18+

Sampling: Multistage cluster probability sample
of =2000 respondents each wave (N=24,604;
W12 n=2,033)

QQ Topics: Security, Elections, Poppy, Taliban
Reconciliation, Economy, Gov't Perceptions

W12 CMOE: 3.1%; 95% CL
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